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Chapter 62. Qualifications and Examination of Pilots 

§6201. Statement of Purpose

A. The purposes of these rules and regulations is to
establish standards for recommendation by the board to the 
governor of the State of Louisiana for appointment as a New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge steamship pilot, pursuant to R.S. 
34:1043. 

B. The board is charged by the Louisiana Legislature
with the responsibility of promoting the health, safety and 
welfare of the citizens of the State of Louisiana and 
maintaining safety of maritime commerce along the 
Mississippi River. To this end, the board has set the requisite 
qualifications to become a pilot at a high level. The 
combination of education, licensing and experience will 
foster the type of conscientious pilots who will conduct 

themselves in a professional manner. It is the sole 
responsibility of each individual state commissioned pilot to 
conduct themselves in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of this board. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
34:1041 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the 
Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilots, LR 30:2472 (November 2004), amended by the 
Office of the Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge Steamship Pilots for the Mississippi River, LR 36:494 
(March 2010). 



§6202. Authority

A. As mandated by R.S. 34:1041, these rules and
regulations are issued by the board in accordance with the 
Louisiana Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., 
for the purpose of adopting rules, regulations and 
requirements regarding the general qualifications and 
examination of pilots. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
34:1041 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the 
Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilots, LR 30:2472 (November 2004), amended by the 
Office of the Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge Steamship Pilots for the Mississippi River, LR 36:494 
(March 2010). 

§6203. Definitions

A. As used in this Chapter, the following terms, unless
the context otherwise requires or unless redefined by a 
particular part hereof, shall have the following meanings: 

Accredited Institution of Higher Learning-an 
institution that is accredited by the Commission of Colleges 
of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the 
Louisiana Community and Technical College System, or is 
part of the Louisiana State University System or one whose 
credits are honored by any of these systems. 

Administrative Procedure Act (APA)-the Louisiana 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq. 

Applicant-any person who has submitted an 
application to be considered for selection into the Pilot 
Development Program for New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilots. 

Application-the completed written application 
including all supporting documentation supplied to the board 
by an applicant who desires to become a New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge steamship pilot 

Apprentice-any person duly selected by the members 
ofNOBRA, but not yet commissioned, who is serving in the 
Pilot Development Program. 

Association or NOBRA-New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilot Association. 

Board of Examiners or Board-Board of Examiners for 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge Steamship Pilots for the 
Mississippi River, as established in R.S. 34:1041 et seq. 

Deputy Pilot-a commissioned pilot in the Pilot 
Development Program. 

NOBRA Pilot-a state commissioned New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge Steamship Pilot, as designated in R.S. 34:1041, 
et seq. 

Pilot Development Program-a period of training and 
instruction administered to apprentice and deputy pilots. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
34:1041 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the 
Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilots, LR 30:2472 (November 2004), amended by the 
Office of the Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge Steamship Pilots for the Mississippi River, LR 36:495 
(March 2010). 

§6204. Application

A. Any person wishing to submit an application to enter
the Pilot Development Program shall obtain an application 
from the board. The board's contact information is: 

Board of Examiners for New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilots for the Mississippi River 
2805 Harvard Avenue, Suite 101 
Metairie, Louisiana 70006 
Telephone: I (504) 887-5797 
Facsimile: I (504) 887-5799 
Website: www.nobraexaminers.louisiana.gov 

B. All applications shall be in writing, signed by the
applicant and presented to a member of the board or their 
authorized representative by the applicant. All persons 
wishing to submit an application shall make an appointment 
with an examiner or their authorized representative by 
contacting the board's office. All applications shall be 
notarized and be accompanied by satisfactory proof of 
compliance with all of the board's objective requirements. 
Upon submission a board member or their authorized 
representative will provide a stamped copy to the applicant 
indicating the date and time of submission. The board or 
their authorized representative shall reject all deficient 
applications and provide an applicant written notice of the 
specific deficiency. 

C. It is the responsibility of the applicant to inform the
board of any changes in their contact information. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
34:1041 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the 
Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilots, LR 30:2473 (November 2004), amended by the 
Office of the Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge Steamship Pilots for the Mississippi River, LR 36:495 
(March 2010), LR 38:3165 (December 2012). 

§6205. General Requirements

A. An applicant must be of good moral character. An
applicant shall be required to submit to a background check 
conducted by the Jefferson Parish Sheriff's office. An 
applicant shall sign all pertinent authorization forms 
allowing the board to obtain and verify the authenticity of all 
documents submitted to the board. 

B. An applicant must have been a registered voter of the
State of Louisiana for the preceding two consecutive years 
prior to submitting an application. 

C. An applicant shall submit proof of a current
satisfactory United States Coast Guard approved physical 
(Merchant Mariner Physical Examination Report). Upon 
notification of an impending NOBRA selection of 
apprentices, the applicant shall submit to a physical 
examination administered by an Examiner appointed 
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§6210. Examination by the Board of Examiners;

Recommendation to Governor 

A. In order to be recommended to the governor for
commissioning as a pilot, all apprentices must complete an 
examination to be conducted by the board as a practicum, 
orally, written or a combination thereof. This examination 
shall test the apprentice's knowledge of pilotage and 
demonstrate the apprentice's proficiency and capability to 
serve as a state commissioned pilot. 

B. The board shall certify to the governor for
consideration to be commissioned as a New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge steamship pilot those apprentices who 
satisfactorily complete all requirements established by state 
law and these rules and who successfully complete the 
examination( s) given by the board. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
34:1041 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the 
Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilots, LR 30:2474 (November 2004), amended by the 
Office of the Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge Steamship Pilots for the Mississippi River, LR 36:497 
(March 2010). 

§6211. Severability

A. It is understood that any provision and/or requirement
herein that is deemed invalid or unenforceable, for any 
reason whatsoever, may be severed from the whole and that 
the remaining provisions and/or requirements shall be 
deemed valid. 

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
34:1041 et seq. 

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Office of the 
Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and Baton Rouge 
Steamship Pilots, LR 30:2475 (November 2004), amended by the 
Office of the Governor, Board of Examiners for New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge Steamship Pilots for the Mississippi River, LR 36:497 
(March 2010). 
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